
 

 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

 
A SUCCESSFUL 13TH EDITION FOR THE BUSINESS EXCHANGE DAY OF THE SECRATARIAT TO THE 

CREE NATION ABITIBI-TÉMISCAMINGUE ECONOMIC ALLIANCE  

 

Val-d’Or, December 14th, 2016 – Widely supported by its partners and the business community, the 
Business Exchange Day is the largest and most important business networking event with the Cree Nation. 
The 13th edition held in Val-d'Or on November 30th was a huge success. 

Described by some as “speed dating”, each company received their personalized 15-minute agenda and 
business meetings with partners of choice. The program included business meetings, a trade show, speakers, 
a conference lunch and business networking moments as well as a keynote address by Deputy Grand Chief 
Rodney Mark, Grand Council of the Crees of Eeyou Istchee. 

Highlights 

 More than 250 participants; 

 171 businesses and organizations (small, medium and world-wide known company); 

 More than 700 business meetings scheduled; 

 Announcement by the Government of Canada of a $300,000 contribution in support of local 
economic development networks for the Secretariat for the next three years; 

 Confirmation that the next Conference of the Secretariat will be held in Mistissini on June 6 and 7, 
2017. 

 Announcement and launch of the Albert W. Diamond Foundation by Mr. Jack R. Blacksmith, 
President of CreeCo. 

Heard at the event 

"The desire for development has been part of our identity as a Nation for a long time and is closely linked to 

the development of our youth. We are very open to partnerships that will serve the Cree community and 

respect the environment. " - Deputy Grand Chief Rodney Mark, GCC of Eeyou Istchee. 

‘’It must be considered that the 10 Cree communities have their own needs and particularities which is why we 
plan a business exchange. Events and activities of the Secretariat are based on the philosophy of creating human 
connections before trying to establish business relationships and thus build harmonious relations with northern 
communities. During our events, special attention is paid in establishing a climate of trust and collaboration.’’ 
– Dr Ted Moses, President of SAENCAT 

"The Foundation will give money to support efforts in youth projects, education and business development in 
the territory of Eeyou Istchee," - Pierre Ouellet, Executive Director of Secretariat 

 



 

 

Next event: Mistissini 2017 

As announced by the Chief of the Cree Nation of Mistissini, Richard Shecapio, the next Conference of the 

Secretariat will take place in Mistissini on June 6 and 7, 2017: ‘’The community of Mistissini is thrilled to 

host what will certainly be another successful Conference. The 2-day event is designed to provide an 

opportunity to educate and to exchange on important economic development subjects.  It will be an 

informative and interactive venue for all those involved in Eeyou Istchee James Bay." 

About the SAENCAT 

The Secretariat was created in Val-d’Or in 2002. It helps maintain a continuous dialogue between Crees and 

the citizens of Abitibi-Témiscamingue, Eeyou Istchee James Bay and Nunavik. It increases exchanges 

between our regions. It also ensures the development of economic alliances with the Communities for their 

projects – on both the local and regional scales; and supports the networking efforts between Cree 

entrepreneurs and those in Abitibi-Témiscamingue. To learn more about the SAENCAT, or to register for the 

conference on June 6 and 7, please visit www.creenation-at.com. 
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