
 
Press Release 

For immediate release 

Looking Ahead Together 

A Conference Built Around Respect and Sharing 

Amos, June 7, 2016 – The 14
th

 edition of the Secretariat to the Cree Nation Abitibi-Témiscamingue Economic Alliance 
(SAENCAT) annual conference took place this June 1

st
-2

nd
 with 35 speakers and more than 240 guests. They had the 

opportunity to witness important moments such as the unveiling of many major partnerships between stakeholders 
from the Cree Nation, Inuit and Abitibi-Témiscamingue. 
 
The event was organized in collaboration with the City of Amos and the Grand Council of the Crees, under the Honorary Co-

Chairs of Dr. Ted Moses, President of the Secretariat, and Mr. Sébastien D’Astous, Mayor of Amos. Chantal Hamelin, 

Director of Operations at the SAENCAT, says “the event was a real success. We discussed many important topics such as 

education, communications and economy. We also witnessed the unveiling of great partnerships.” 

Mr. Raymond Lacroix, Regional Vice-President of Public and Parapublic Markets at TELUS Québec, announced the 

implementation of a fibre optic service for businesses in Abitibi before the end of this year. TELUS will be offering a wide 

range of services, namely security and assistance solutions for isolated workers. “This investment is a direct result of the 

economic benefits acquired from the business partnerships between TELUS and the Cree Nation,” Lacroix explains. 

As for transportation, Autobus Maheux, in partnership with the Chisasibi Business Development Group, introduced a new 

bus link between Chisasibi and Val-d’Or. As of June 8
th

, this new service will allow round trips twice a week, with stops at 

intersections of the many Cree communities in the James Bay Territory.  

For the closing of this event, the SAENCAT and Rouillier Drilling, a division of the Rouillier Group, jointly announced a major 

agreement: in a context of social responsibility and sustainable development, the family business has contributed to the 

SAENCAT with a philanthropic donation. “For years, Rouillier Drilling has made its best effort to share the economic benefits 

of its various projects with First Nation communities. We want to create jobs, offer training and transfer our expertise,” says 

the company’s President, Mario Rouillier. 

This 14
th

 edition of the annual SAENCAT conference has offered a program that aimed at strengthening partnerships, 

business dialogs and cultural awareness between Abitibi-Témiscamingue, Eeyou Istchee James Bay and Nunavik. Everyone 

who attended the event has enjoyed the many networking opportunities, especially during the banquet and the visit of the 

attending booths on site.  Thank you to the partners of the event: Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada and the Cree 

Human Resources Development. 

 The 14th annual conference in short: Highlights: 
 More than 240 guests;  The presence of Grand Chief Matthew Coon Come during the conference lunch on 

June 1st; 

 35 speakers;  Mr. Stéphane Asselin, vice-president for Infrastructure, Environment and Economic 
Development at the Société du Plan Nord, saying he is available for hearing ideas 
about the Plan Nord from various participants. “I always have time for good 
ideas,” he declared; 

 #SAENCAT was one of the most popular hashtags on the Web in Canada on June 1st 
and 2nd; 

 The message delivered by Mr. David Kistabish, Chief of Pikogan: “I am not here to 
block roads, but to build bridges”; 

 Many profitable partnerships were announced between the Cree Nation  A-T, such as 
Air Creebec and Propair, Eskan and Cementation Inc. as well as Waska Ressources 
and the Desfor Group.  

 Mr. Ian Diamond, son of first Grand Chief Billy Diamond and responsible for the 
business development at Waska Ressources, whom summed up the conference by 
saying: “Respect is a crucial concept to be applied in all partnerships”; 

  The presentation of many profitable partnerships between the Cree Nation, A-T, 
such as Air Creebec and Propair, Eskan and Cementation Inc. as well as Waska 
Ressources and the Desfor Group.  

 

Things to watch for at the SAENCAT: the 2016 golf tournaments, the orientation mission in Cree communities and 

November’s Business Exchange Day. For more information, visit www.creenation-at.com or follow the SAENCAT on 

Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn. 
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